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Week 28 – Jesus Raises the Dead 
 
Luke 7:11   Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his 

disciples and a great crowd went with him. 12 As he drew near to the gate of 
the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of 
his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the town 
was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and 
said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he came up and touched the bier, and the 
bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 And the 
dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 16 
Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has 
arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!” 17 And this report about 
him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country. 

--------------------- 
1. Understanding the Kingdom of God 
 
To us a kingdom = a place. (Eg the United Kingdom) 
 
“the Kingdom of God in the New Testament is the redemptive work of God 
active in history for the defeat of His enemies, bringing to men the blessings of 
the divine reign”  
            George Eldon Ladd 

 
The Kingdom is the reign of God. It’s everywhere that His will and command 
are done.  
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Mark 1:15 <Jesus was> saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand; repent and believe in the good news.” 

 
The Jews knew what he meant. Isaiah the prophet had told them 1000’s of years 
earlier that when Messiah came he would bring the kingdom of God.  

 
Deliverance or salvation (Is 61:1), Justice (Is 32:1), Peace (Is 9:6), Joy (Is 9:3), 

God’s presence (Is 60:1), Healing (Is 35:5), Comfort (Is 53:1)    
 
Jesus said this is at hand. But at the same time he also said -  
 
Luke 22:18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.” 

 

POINT: Kingdom is now in part but not yet in fullness.  
 
The powers of the age to come have broken into this present evil age. 
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2. Understanding death 
 

A. DEATH ENTERED THE WORLD THROUGH OUR SIN 
 
Rom. 5:12   Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned Rom 6:23 
For the wages of sin is death 

 
B. CHRIST ABOLISHES DEATH  

 
2 Tim 2:10 and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our 
Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel, 

 
The word here translated "abolish" does not mean to do away with, but to 
defeat, to break the power of. 

 
C. DEATH WILL FINALLY BE FULLY DEFEATED 

 
1Cor. 15:20   But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man, Adam, came death, by a 
man, Jesus Christ, has come also the resurrection of the dead… 24 Then comes 
the end, when Jesus delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying 
every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put 
all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 
1 Cor 15:54 For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body must put 
on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When 
the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, 
then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in 
victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 

 
D. WE CAN LIVE IN THE PRESENT UNAFRAID OF DEATH 

 
Rom. 8:37   No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 

him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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3. How to raise the dead 
 
A. Sometimes it will happen suddenly, sometimes you will have time to 
prepare! 
 

Five resurrections in the NT. Three times no prep time (Paul, Jesus x2). 
Twice there is time to prepare (Peter, Jesus) 

 
B. Sometimes you will know what is going to happen in advance. 

 
John 11:4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to 
death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” 

 
 Jesus didn’t try to raise everyone. “I only do what I see the Father doing.” 

 
 John 11:23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
 
 Do not promise what you are not sure you can deliver 
 
 
C. Sometimes you won’t know! 

Peter - knelt down and prayed. Why? Discerning the will of God. 
 
D. If there is time, ask for time alone with the body 

Jesus and Peter both did this.  Jesus tells Jairus not to fear and tells 
woman here not to weep. Maybe removing excessively emotional 
atmosphere. No amount of willing will bring a dead person back. It’s only 
God who can do it. 

 
E. Speak to the person.  

And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” 
  
No need to shout. No need to scream. They’re dead - shouting won’t help. 
God is not deaf. 
 
 
 


